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Abstract: 
 
Recent studies into economic mobility have exposed the role urban form plays in 
residents’ future economic prosperity. These studies have generally shown that 
neighborhood characteristics matter and where an individual resides can 
contribute to increased or decreased levels of economic mobility.  The influence 
of the specific urban form found in different locations on economic mobility has 
not been studied in great detail.  Not all geographies are the same, with some 
areas being more densely developed and others more suburban and sprawling.  
It is generally hypothesized that a more compact urban form leads to several 
factors related to higher levels of economic mobility.  These factors associated 
with less sprawling communities include lower levels of residential segregation, 
less income segregation, decreased job-home imbalances, and more 
transportation choices – all of which can improve economic mobility.  To 
determine if this hypothesis and the limited literature on this subject are correct, a 
regression analysis will be performed to examine the relationship between 
economic mobility, urban form and a select group of variables chosen from a 
review of the existing literature on economic mobility.  Economic mobility, the 
dependent variable, will be measured by examining the percentage change in 
median household income between 1990 and 2010 for each census tract.  This 
will help in developing a better understanding of the impact urban form has on 
economic prosperity.  The independent variables examined in this study included 
a variety of measures of urban form that have been utilized in previous studies 
(Ewing et al. 2016; Chetty et al. 2014; Chetty et al. 2013).  These variables 
include a sprawl metric developed by Dr. Reid Ewing for each individual census 
tract.  The sprawl metric, utilized in dozens of previous studies, is an indices 
developed from four different dimensions of urban form including: development 
density, land use mix, population and employment centering and street 
connectivity.  Additional urban form variables that will be included in the analysis 
include percentage of the census tract covered in impervious surface, availability 
of public transportation, mean commute time to work, job density, and population 
density.  In the end, this study will provide insight into the influence of the built 
environment on economic mobility and lead to specific policy recommendations 
for business, individuals and government to aid in alleviating acute problems 
associated with the lack of economic opportunity in the poorest parts of Forsyth 
County in particular and the United States in general.  Specific planning policy 



recommendations will be offered that help to alleviate the problem of impeded 
economic mobility for certain populations.    
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