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L
ast week Donald Trump repeated his widely debunked claim that the 2020 election 
was “stolen.”

People who were close to Trump following his loss to Joe Biden in 2020 say he 
knows better.

More than 60 courts rebuff ed legal challenges to the election results.
 Yet Trump rails on and on that a “rigged” system did him wrong, and unfortunately, 

many people believe him.
That makes holding fair, free and honest elections in the future a tougher proposition.
It also jeopardizes some people’s safety.
According to the results of a poll released May 1 by the Brennan Center for Justice 

at NYU Law, more than a third of local election offi  cials “report experiencing threats, 
harassment and abuse” and nearly two-thirds report being threatened in person. The 
same number (61%) say they’ve been threatened over the phone.

Among other disconcerting numbers in the poll:
 34% of local election offi  cials say they know one or more fellow elected offi  cials 

or election workers who have quit their jobs because of intimidation, threats or fear for 
their safety.
 28% expressed concerns that their family members may be harassed or threatened.
 And 62% say they are concerned that politicians will attempt to interfere in how 

they do their jobs.
Sadly, none of this comes as a surprise.
In March North Carolina State Board of Elections Executive Director Karen Brinson 

Bell told a legislative oversight committee that turnover was mounting due to threats 
and hostility from some segments of the public.

Sixty local elections directors had left their jobs over the last fi ve years, Brinson Bell 
said — 37 of whom retired and 21 who resigned.  

People do retire. But Brinson Bell said she was distressed to hear why many had 
walked away: “The continued hostility and harassment, the demands on them and the 
workload” she told the oversight committee.

“They thought they would see us through another presidential election,” she said, 
“but decided they couldn’t.”

 Brinson Bell cited 30 offi  cials who were serving in the position for the fi rst time. And 
one county that now had no election staff ers following recent resignations.

She also cited the need for more resources as a tightly contested presidential election 
was fast approaching.

Specifi cally, Brinson Bell wants funding for additional fi eld support to help counties 
manage what’s expected to be a close and bitterly fought election.

It’s a perfectly reasonable request.
Add the specious mythmaking about widespread fraud to recent changes in North 

Carolina elections (voter ID, new absentee voting rules for the fi rst time in a general 
election) and Brinson Bell and her colleagues deserve ample support and resources to 
make it all work.

It’s also a more than reasonable request to ask Republicans to tamp down the election 
fraud rhetoric which has become for many of Trump’s followers an article of faith. To be 
sure, at least some GOP leaders may not buy what he’s selling, but they’re reluctant to 
say so for fear of alienating Trump’s base.

For election workers, this makes a thankless job an ordeal, and casts honest, hard-
working people as villains for simply doing their jobs.

“It doesn’t matter what you do, what we say or how much we educate the skeptics,” 
Kellie Harris Hopkins, the director of elections in Beaufort County, said during a Janu-
ary roundtable of election workers held by the U.S. Election Assistance Commission. in 
Crystal City, Va.

A Florida election offi  cial was more pointed at the same event.
“I’m scared to death,” said Mark Earley, the supervisor of elections in Leon County, 

home of that state’s capital city, Tallahassee.
Factor in as well rising concerns about AI as a danger to cybersecurity, and it’s no 

wonder why some election workers have decided to go fi shing.
In the Brennan Center poll, 92% of election offi  cials report that they have taken new 

precautions for this election, among them:
 Coordinating with law enforcement to ensure safety and security at polling places 

and to be prepared if something does go wrong.
 Improving cybersecurity.
 And making contingency plans for polling places.
Brinson Bell is a Democrat and the legislature is controlled by Republicans, but that 

shouldn’t matter.
The machinery of our elections is too delicate and important to sabotage with fables 

and outright lies.
Once trust in the system is broken, it could be impossible to repair.
The legislature should give the Board of Elections the resources it needs.
And we all should give our election workers the support and appreciation they deserve.
They will have a long enough list of concerns to manage as it is. Their personal safety 

shouldn’t be one of them.

O
n a sunny but cool Decem-
ber morning last year at 
Other Suns Coff ee Shop in 

Winston-Salem, 
someone said: 
“Whoever owns 
the land is going to 
determine what’s 
going to happen.”

This statement 
left a necessary 
pause for the peo-
ple involved in the 
conversation to 
think about past, 
present and fu-
ture development 
of East Winston. 
Whoever owns the 
land will ultimately 
get to decide how 
that land is de-
veloped, and for 
whose benefi t.

So, how does an 
entire community 
get that ability?

Our research 
team has been 
working on one 
possible answer to 
that question. A 
partnership among 

the three authors of this column, 
supported by the Spatial Justice 
Studio Faculty/Community Fel-
lows Program, has set out to learn 
what residents of East Winston 
think about models of collective 
land ownership. Island CultureZ 
was created in 2020 to focus on 
strengthening “Da Island” neigh-
borhood in East Winston, which 
is bounded by MLK Jr. Drive to 
the west, Highway 311 and Sky-
land Park to the north, Business 
40 to the south and Brushy Fork 
Creek to the east. The leaders 
of Island CultureZ looked into 
models of collective land own-
ership after noticing a concern 
within the community that, 
without proper preparation and 
safeguards, there is a risk that the 
future development of East Win-
ston could lead to gentrifi cation 
and displacement.

While searching for solutions 
to this problem, Island CultureZ 
became interested in community 
land trusts (CLT) as a potentially 
powerful tool to have property 
under the control of the commu-
nity, curb real estate speculation, 
and keep land and housing af-
fordable and desirable by setting 

the terms of how property can be 
used. All of these qualities could 
help maintain the cultural iden-
tity of a location like Da Island by 
giving residents a method for re-
alizing their visions of future de-
velopment in the neighborhood. 
In the typical CLT, a nonprofi t 
owns land, while people are able 
to own the houses and structures 
built on that land, usually at be-
low-market rates. This division 
of ownership keeps homes more 
aff ordable and can provide stabil-
ity of land ownership for genera-
tions. Additionally, people living 
within a defi ned community 
boundary are able to participate 
in decision-making about CLT 
activities and land uses, even if 
they don’t live on CLT-owned 
land.

To test the CLT’s viability in 
East Winston, we developed a 
research project that involves 
interviewing residents to learn 
their opinions on the character 
of the community, collective 
land ownership in general and 
the community land trust model 
in particular. The goal is to see if 
people will be interested in such a 
project prior to starting one.

When done well, a CLT will 
require a lot of participation from 
the community, so our goal with 
the project is to gauge interest. 
Additionally, we’re asking people 
about the diff erent types of de-
velopment they would like to see 
in the neighborhood, whether it’s 
housing, retail, gardening space 
and so on. Understanding which 
land uses are most important to 
the community would inform the 
structure of an eventual CLT.

Our work has been supported 
by the Spatial Justice Studio 
Faculty/Community Fellows 
Program since October 2023. The 
Spatial Justice Studio works to 
address inequities in the geo-
graphic distribution of resources 
and opportunity in Winston-Sa-
lem.

In line with that mission, our 
work studying collective land 
ownership in East Winston is 
trying to understand a potential 
solution to a local spatial injus-
tice. Much of Winston-Salem’s 
wealth has been concentrated 
in areas west of Highway 52, a 
byproduct of the Urban Renewal 
program of the mid-20th cen-
tury, which was mobilized in 

Winston-Salem to clear predom-
inantly Black neighborhoods and 
included the construction of the 
portion of Highway 52 through 
Winston-Salem, eff ectively sep-
arating the eastern part of the city 
from the west.

Today, newer places like the 
Innovation Quarter serve as hubs 
of development and economic 
activity, while adjacent commu-
nities to the east don’t often share 
in the benefi ts of the prosperity. 
With development pressures now 
moving eastward, community 
members are determined to en-
sure that any economic benefi ts 
that result from the growth of the 
city are also enjoyed by the com-
munity, and that history doesn’t 
repeat itself.

As we move forward with this 
research, we anticipate more 
conversations about the pros-
pect of a CLT, and will use the 
information we gather to build a 
solution that will suit the com-
munity’s wants and needs.

Michael Banner and Marcus Hill 
work with the nonprofi t Island 
CultureZ and Dylan Turner is a Ph.D. 
student at UNC Charlotte.
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Politics, not justice 
Although our county is 

divided on almost every 
topic these days, we can 
agree on one thing: Our 
current school discipline 
and juvenile justice sys-
tems are not eff ectively 
addressing the root causes 
of disruptive and some-
times violent behavior in 
schools. We know it. The 
data shows it. And yet we 
continue to respond in the 
same way — with a justice 
system based on retribu-
tion and punishment.

We sat in juvenile court 
this week to hear the case 
of the student allegedly 
involved in the viral Park-
land High School incident 
in April. We were there 
to support this child, this 
educator and our commu-
nity in moving toward a 
process of healing and re-
pair known as Restorative 
justice, an approach that 
has been successful across 
the country. Restorative 
justice centers the voices 
of victims and makes their 
healing a priority. It chal-
lenges those who cause 
harm to understand the 
impact of their actions 
and what it will take to 
make things right; invites 
the community to hear the 
story of those who cause 
harm and address their 
unmet needs; and fosters 
healing and repairs rela-
tionships.

Instead of creating op-
portunity for restoration 
and healing, we witnessed 
the beginning of a political 
prosecution by a district 
attorney who is running 
for election to statewide 
offi  ce and using this case 
to further his political ca-
reer. His offi  ce advocated 
for a bond three times 
the recommended level, 
revived incidents that had 
already been resolved to 

harm the court’s opinion 
of this student, and, ac-
cording to the public de-
fender, violated the child’s 
legal rights. Using our 
children and educators for 
political gain is a disgrace. 
We can do better.

Katie Sonnen-Lee
Emily Schutt
Joshua Ziesel

Winston-Salem

The writers are Winston-
Salem/Forsyth County 

Schools parents.

A Christian country? 
A recent letter writer 

(“Nation needs God,” April 
30) makes some interest-
ing points in response to 
the Rev. Lauren Stanley’s 
op-ed piece on April 29. 
Allow me to rebut them.

Not all Christians, but 
Christian nationalists do 
want to impose their ideas 
about what is acceptable 
on the rest of us. You only 
have to listen to the words 
of some members of Con-
gress (“I say it proudly: 
We should be Christian 
Nationalists”). The right 
doesn’t necessarily say it 
out loud, but they are be-
coming more open about 
it every day.

The Founding Fathers 
were indeed white men 
and many, but not all, were 
Christian. At least three 
that I can think of were 
deists, and many made 
scathing remarks about 
religion. I would take ex-
ception to your description 
of them as intellectuals 
and would rather say that 
they were wealthy. They 
certainly believed only the 
wealthy should have any 
say in government and 
considered the rest of us 
entirely too ignorant to 
deserve to vote, hence the 
Electoral College.

You say that America 

has been the most power-
ful (force) for good and the 
most just and benevolent 
nation-state in the history 
of the world. Since we 
participated, sometimes 
violently, in the overthrow 
of governments in many 
countries in Central and 
South America, the Phil-
ippines, and the Middle 
East, as well wreaking 
cruel devastation in Cam-
bodia and Vietnam, many 
in the world disagree with 
you.

Climb down off  your 
soap box. No one is be-
traying their faith or their 
country by disagreeing 
with you.

Lyn McCoy
Greensboro

   This needs to end 
What we continue to see 

at our universities is evil. I 
hope Americans demand 
that our government 
leaders put a stop to this 
as well as our president. 
President Biden could put 
a stop to this if he didn’t 
worry about off ending 
Muslim voters in key state 
of Michigan.

Americans should 
remember what Pastor 
Martin Niemöller stated: 
“First, they came for the 
communists, and I did not 
speak out because I was 
not a communist. Then 
they came for the social-
ists, and I did speak out 
because I was not a social-
ist. Then they came for 
the trade unionists, and I 
did not speak out because 
I was not a trade unionist. 
Then they came for the 
Jews, and I did not speak 
out because I was not a 
Jew. Then they came for 
me and there was no one 
left to speak out for me.” I 
am praying for our nation.

Lawrence Overton
Clemmons
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“We stand fi rmly with Winston-Salem and our region. We’ll demand 
accountability and vision from our leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, 

our readers, with the same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 
sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our opinion of what’s best 
for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board
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